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TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  Year  1909. 


Population  of  District  (1901)  ... 

...  17,265 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909 

...  17,210 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  Population 

i9'i 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  Population  ... 

I5*1 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

•4 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  ... 

63-8 

To  the  Taunton  Rural  District  Council . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Health  of  the  District  during  the  Year  1909. 

The  health  of  the  District  has  been  good.  There  has  been 
an  absence  of  Epidemic  Disease  and  the  Deaths  have  been 
below  the  average,  and  would  have  been  much  lower  had  it  not 
been  for  the  greatly  increased  number  in  Cotford  Asylum. 
The  chief  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  completion  of  a 
water  supply  to  Stoke  St.  Gregory,  a  work  which  has  been 
wanted  for  years. 

I.  Mortality  during  1909. 

The  total  Deaths  during  1909  were  262,  or  at  the  rate  of 
15*1  per  1,000. 

These  are  the  gross  Deaths.  Non-residents  dying  in  the 
District,  and  residents  dying  outside  the  District,  must  how¬ 
ever  be  taken  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  the  net  number 
of  Deaths.  In  Cotford  Asylum  80  non-residents  died,  and  in 
the  Isolation  Hospital  2.  This  reduces  the  total  number  to 
180.  But  to  these  must  be  added  23,  viz.,  12  residents  who 
died  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and  13  in  the 
Union  Workhouse,  the  total  net  Deaths  will  be  then  205,  or  at 
the  rate  of  ii*6  per  1,000. 


4 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


(a)  Localities. 

The  Deaths  in  the  various  localities  were  : — 


1.  Pitminster  Registration  District 

42  deaths. 

2.  North  Curry  ,, 

...  63 

3.  Taunton  (Without) 

>  * 

•  •  •  29  >  y 

4.  Bishop’s  Lydeard  ,, 

» > 

...  41 

5.  Cotford  Asylum 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  *  *  84  >> 

6.  Isolation  Hospital 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3  » 

Total  .. 

262  ,, 

(b)  Sexes. 

Of  the  262  Deaths,  120  were  Males,  and  142  Females. 

(c)  Ages  at  Death. 

The  various  Ages  at  Death  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

1  to  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

5  to  15  ,,  6 

15  to  25  ,,  12 

25  to  65  „  89 

Over  65  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 


Total  ...  262 

(d)  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

The  Public  Institutions  in  the  District  are  Cotford  Asylum 
and  the  Isolation  Hospital,  in  which  there  were  87  deaths, 
viz.,  84  in  the  former  and  3  in  the  latter. 

The  Patients  may  be  tabulated  as  follows  : — 

Cotford  Asylum. 

From  Taunton  Rural  District  ...  ...  4 

>  t  1 1  Borough  .  3 

,,  Outside  Districts  ...  ...  ...  77 

Total  ...  84 

Isolation  Hospital. 

From  Taunton  Rural  District  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Borough  ... .  ...  ...  2 


Total 


3 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 


5 


II.  Causes  of  Death. 

(a)  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Out  of  the  262  Deaths  only  8  were  from  Zymotic  Disease, 
3  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  thus  *4. 

The  Diseases  causing  Deaths  were  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping-cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  8 

( b )  Deaths  from  other  Causes. 

The  chief  other  causes  of  Death  were: — 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Enteritis  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Births  ...  ...  ...  6 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

III.  Births  during  1909. 

The  total  Births  in  1909  were  329,  or  at  the  rate  of  19*1  per 
1,000. 

The  number  in  the  various  Districts  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Pitminster  District  ...  ...  ...  67 

2.  North  Curry  ,,  ...  ...  ...  146 

3.  Taunton  (Without)  District  ...  ...  42 

4.  Bishop’s  Lydeard  ,,  ...  ...  74 

Total  ..  329 
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IV.  Sickness  in  1909. 

I  received  39  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during 
the  year.  This  is  below  the  average  of  preceding  years. 

The  Diseases  notified  were  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas  ... 
Puerperal  Fever 


22  cases. 
5  ” 

.  6  ,, 

5  ’> 

.  1  „ 

Total  ...  39  ,, 


These  cases  occurred  in  the  following  Districts  : — 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Total 

1.  Pitminster 

4 

O 

0 

0 

O 

4 

2.  North  Curry 

7 

4 

O 

3 

I 

15 

3.  Taunton  (Without) 

9 

0 

I 

1 

0 

11 

4.  Bishop’s  Lydeard 

2 

1 

5 

1 

O 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

22 

5 

6 

5 

I 

39 

23  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
viz.,  17  of  Scarlet  Fever,  5  of  Diphtheria,  and  1  of  Enteric 
Fever. 


There  was  nothing  like  an  epidemic.  The  cases  were  all 
sporadic.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  in  13  Parishes  of  the  District  at  various  times  of  the 
year,  and  that  in  no  Parish  did  more  than  3  cases  occur. 

The  5  Diphtheria  cases  occurred  in  3  Parishes,  and  in  one 
Parish,  where  3  cases  occurred,  it  was  introduced  by  an 
infected  case  sent  from  an  adjoining  county. 

5  of  the  Enteric  Fever  cases  were  at  Cotford,  and  the  other 
case  was  sent  out  from  the  Town. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  Infectious  Diseases,  I  should  like 
to  mention  the  desirability  in  doubtful  cases  of  having  a 
Bacteriological  Examination  made,  which  would  remove  the 
uncertainty  often  experienced  in  making  a  diagnosis. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Savage)  informs 
me  that  he  is  prepared  to  have  such  Examinations  made  at  a 
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comparatively  small  charge.  Cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric 
Fever  are  often  difficult  of  diagnosis,  and  the  application  of 
Widal’s  Blood  Test  in  cases  of  Enteric,  and  the  discovery  of 
Loffler’s  Bacillus  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  would  be  of  immense 
value.  Especially  would  this  be  so  in  cases  that  are  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  for  if  a  mistake  is  made  the  patient  runs  a 
great  risk  in  mixing  with  infectious  cases,  the  ratepayers  are 
put  to  unnecessary  expense,  and  the  Hospital  authorities  to 
unnecessary  trouble. 

I  therefore  strongly  recommend  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Savage  to  your  Council’s  favourable  consideration. 

Water  Supply. 

The  great  work  of  the  year  has  been  the  completion  of  the 
water  supply  to  the  Parish  of  Stoke  St.  Gregory. 

This  is  a  subject  for  congratulation,  that  a  scheme  talked 
about  for  years,  and  apparently  impracticable,  has  at  last  been 
completed. 

In  my  last  year’s  Report  I  stated  that  a  proposal  was  made 
to  bring  the  water  from  the  Blackdown  Hills,  which  is  pure  and 
soft,  and  already  Hatch  Beauchamp  was  supplied  with  it. 

The  expense  and  distance  were  objected  to,  but  with  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  a  sufficient  loan, 
the  work  has  been  at  length  completed. 

The  necessity  for  such  a  supply  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  the  chief  supply  hitherto  has  been  the  polluted  tidal  River 
Tone,  and  a  number  of  Wells. 

That  these  latter  were  bad  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  during 
the  year  I  analysed  140  samples,  of  which  hardly  any  could 
be  passed  as  good  potable  water. 

The  length  of  main  laid  from  Hatch  Beauchamp  to  the 
various  parts  of  Stoke  St.  Gregory  Parish  is  15J  miles.  There 
is  a  reservoir  containing  50,000  gallons  at  Burrow  Post.  50 
stand-pipes  have  been  erected  along  the  route  for  the  supply  of 
cottagers,  and  120  meters  fixed  for  private  supplies.  50 
hydrants  have  also  been  fixed. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  is  20,000  gallons  a  day. 

The  water  is  remarkably  pure,  and  very  soft,  so  that  for 
washing  purposes  it  will  be  found  admirable  and  very  economical 

The  Parish  cannot  fail  in  the  long  run  to  appreciate  the 
great  boon  it  has  received. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  Bishop’s  Hull  Sewage  Works  have  continued  in  good 
order,  and  only  require  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  to  keep  up 
its  working  well. 

The  other  works  in  the  District  have  called  for  no  special 
remark  during  the  year. 

Nuisances. 

Your  Inspector  (Mr.  James)  reports  to  me  that  197  houses 
and  premises  required  cleansing,  repairing,  and  lime-washing 
during  the  year. 

29  Drains  were  examined  with  the  Smoke  Test. 

8  House  Drains  were  defective,  and  145  Privies  and  Closets 
required  attention. 

The  nuisances  arising  from  the  accumulation  of  manure  and 
other  filth  numbered  27,  and  the  number  of  animals  improperly 
kept  6. 

There  were  9  cases  of  over-crowding  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Dwellings. 

Your  Inspector  inspected  3,401  dwellings  during  the  year. 

Only  2  were  found  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  a  large 
amount  of  work  was  necessary  to  put  many  of  them  into  a  good 
sanitary  condition. 

Elementary  Schools. 

During  the  year  a  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr. 
Savage)  was  appointed,  and  in  the  month  of  November  he 
met  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  County  at  Bridg¬ 
water,  to  confer  with  them  on  the  subject  of  the  Schools  of 
the  County.  The  result  of  the  Conference  is  that  the  Head 
Teachers  in  all  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  send  me 
notification  of  all  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the 
School.  After  inquiry,  I  send  a  note  advising  the  exclusion  of 
the  children  from  School,  and  the  time  of  their  return.  I  send 
a  weekly  return  of  these  and  all  medical  notifications  (Rural 
and  Urban)  to  Dr.  Savage,  and  he  sends  me  copies  of  returns 
sent  to  him  from  all  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  in  the  County 
every  Wednesday.  One  is  thus  kept  informed  as  to  the 
existence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
County.  This  cannot  fail  to  be  of  use  in  tracing  the  source  of 
many  cases,  and  in  taking  steps  to  prevent  the  dissemination  of 
Disease. 
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This  arrangement  came  into  force  on  January  ist,  1910. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

There  are  34  of  these  in  the  District,  1  more  than  last  year. 
They  are  periodically  inspected. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

These  are  regularly  inspected.  Many  of  them  still  require 
structural  alterations  to  put  them  in  a  sanitary  condition.  They 
are  now  registered,  and  93  exist. 

With  the  object  of  ensuring  their  being  thoroughly  satis¬ 
factory,  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-Laws  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  These  are  an  extension  of  those 
formerly  adopted  by  you.  One  very  important  point  insisted 
upon  is  cleanliness  as  regards  the  hands  of  the  milkers  and  the 
udders  of  the  cows,  a  matter  to  which  I  have  had  frequently  to 
call  attention  in  the  past. 

The  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever,  caused  by  milk  at  a  farm  in 
the  District  in  the  month  of  October,  is  an  example  of  the 
absolute  necessity  not  only  of  insisting  on  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  as  regards  their  ventilation, 
drainage,  and  water  supply,  but  of  the  necessity  of  personal 
cleanliness  on  the  part  of  the  Milkers,  and  of  the  absence  of 
Infectious  Disease  in  or  around  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
farm. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

1 13  Inspections  were  made  of  the  Workshops  in  the  District, 
and  5  of  Workplaces. 

The  registered  Bakehouses,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces 
numbered  52. 

Full  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Table  in  connection 
with  the  subject  which  accompanies  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I.  TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  Previous  Years. 
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*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres')  Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  17.565 

(exclusive  of  area  -  68,094  Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  3.938  -  At  Census  of  1901. 

covered  by  water)...  Average  Number  of  Persons  per  house  ...  4^46  , 
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TABLE  III.  TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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(W)  The  Workhouse  is  in  the  Taunton  Urban  District. 


TABLE  IV 


TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1909. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 
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Deaths  in  Public 
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.  .  • 

... 
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Causes  of  Death. 
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Fever  -j  Enteric  ... 

(  Other  continuec 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea  ... 

Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis  (pulmonary 
tuberculosis)  ... 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases  ... 
Premature  birth  ... 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 
Heart  diseases 
Accidents  ... 

Suicides 

All  other  causes  ... 
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Births  in  the  Year— Legitimate,  321 ;  Illegitimate,  8  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  262  Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  17,210. 

Deaths  in  the  year— Legitimate  Infants,  21 ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  0. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1909, 

FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  TAUNTON, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 , 

in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  &  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(i) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

Workshops 

113 

2 

•  •  • 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

5 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  premises 

included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report.) 

Total  ... 

118 

2 

•  .  . 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

Particulars 

Referred  to 

Found. 

Remedied. 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under 

the  Public  Health 

Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

... 

Overcrowding  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Other  nuisances 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(insufficient 

•  •  • 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or  de- 

accommo-  -t 

fective 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

dation 

not  separate  for 

sexes  ... 

,  ,  , 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Offences  Tinder 

the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (s.  101)... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  •  • 

•  •  • 

Breach  of 

special  sanitary 

requirements  for  bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100). 

Other  offences  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  in- 

eluded  in 
Report.) 

Part  3  of  this 

Total 

2 

2 

... 

... 
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TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Important  classes  of  workshops, 
such  as  workshop  bakehouses, 
may  be  enumerated  here. 

/Bakehouses  ... 

Workshops  ... 

Work-places... 

22 

27 

3 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

52 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s.  133)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

.  .  1  .  ,,  ,  j  u  tlt  Tv/r  (  Notified  by  H.M. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Tncnprtor 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  1  R  Prts  (of"  actipn 

Public  Health  Acts  but  not  under  the  ta£en)  se(nt  tQ  H  M 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  ...  Inspector . 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

... 

February ,  1910. 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 


Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  Year  1909  (S.f.  fames ,  Certified  Inspector). 

Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer  ...  ...  ..  50 


Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  &c.  ...  3,401 


c 

0 

Notices  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses, 
Premises,  &c. 

! 

I 

92 

0 

a; 

Cm 

(S) 

C 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime- 
washed,  &c.  ... 

197 

Cm 

O 

cn 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

38 

’p 

C/5 

CD 

OS 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test 

• 

• 

29 

Pollution  of  Stream 

• 

• 

6 

Drains 

(House). 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c. 

i 

1 

80 

ies  and 
 osets. 

Repaired  ... 

Supplied  with  Water 

New  Provided 

*45 

Dust 

Bins. 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

• 

• 

>> 

Samples  of  Water  taken 

• 

• 

89 

ft 

ft 

p 

C/) 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

U 

< V 

Houses  Supplied  with  Water 

• 

• 

10 

£ 

Wells  Unfit  for  Use,  Impure 

• 

•• 

26 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

• 

Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received) 
and  attended  to  ...  ...  ...  j 

CO 

p 

0 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ...  ...  J 

r  27 

<D 

C 

c3 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept 

6 

O 

CO 

s 

<v 

0 

Bakehouses  ... 

22 

Pi 

C/5 

G 
►— « 

>y 

o3 

Licensed  Cowsheds  ... 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  &c. 

93 

S3 

to 

CD 

C6 

Licensed  Slaughter-Houses  ... 

34 

Houses  Newly  Built 


Overcrowding,  9. 


Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation,  2. 
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TAUNTON  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  Year  1909. 


Taunton, 

January,  igio. 

To  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  igog. 

Cases  Admitted. 


Urban. 

Rural. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

l8 

1 7 

35 

Diphtheria 

6 

4 

10 

Enteric  Fever 

7 

1 

8 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Simple  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

3i 

24 

55 

These  55  admissions  consisted  of: — 
Males  ... 

...  27 

Females 

. . . 

•  .  . 

28 

Total 

. . . 

55 

Their  ages  were  : — 

Under  1  year  ... 

0 

1  to  5  years 

...  15 

6  to  15  ,, 

26 

16  to  25  „ 

7 

26  to  35  „ 

4 

36  to  50  „ 

3 

Total 

•  •  • 

... 

•••  55 
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They  were  distributed  over  the  various  months  as  follows 
January  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

February  ..  ...  ...  ...  3 

March  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

April  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

May  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

June  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

July  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

August  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  2 

September  ...  ...  ..  3 

October  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

November  ...  ..  ...  ...  13 

December  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...  ...  ...  55 

The  24  Rural  cases  came  from  the  following  places  : — 
Ash  Priors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bishop’s  Hull  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cheddon  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cothelstone  ...  ...  ...  2 

Creech  St.  Michael  ...  ...  ...  1 

Galmington...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hatch  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Henlade  ...  ...  .  ...  1 

Kingston  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Norton  Fitzwarren  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stoke  St.  Gregory  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thorn  Falcon  ...  ...  ...  5 

Trull  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  ...  ...  24 

Deaths. 

From  Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  ...  1 

,,  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total 


2 


Medical  Officer’s  Report. 
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Nature  of  the  Cases. 

The  greater  number  of  the  cases  were  mild  in  character, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  fever  ;  this  applies  to  the  three 
classes  of  disease  that  have  made  up  the  bulk  of  the 
patients. 

One  of  the  cases  admitted  for  Scarlet  Fever  proved  to  be 
merely  simple  fever,  and  one  sent  in  as  Enteric  Fever  was 
found  to  be  a  case  of  Enteritis,  or  Ulceration  of  the  Bowels. 

Of  the  Enteric  Fever  cases  (8  in  number),  7  of  them  were 
Urban,  and  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  mainly  in 
November. 

The  records  of  the  medical  treatment  and  other  particulars 
concerning  the  patients  as  to  their  condition  on  admission  and 
discharge,  as  well  as  their  treatment  during  their  stay  in  the 
Hospital,  have  been  carefully  kept. 

The  Staff. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  work  of  the  Hospital  has 
been  conducted  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and  that  the 
kindness  and  care  given  by  the  Nurses  has  been  in  most  cases 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  patients  and  their  friends. 

Condition  of  the  Hospital. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  required,  and  done,  some 
not  very  extensive  repairs. 

Appended  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  cases  admitted 
annually  since  the  opening  of  the  Hospital,  and  in  conclusion 
I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  which  I  have 
received  from  you  during  the  past  year. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HARRISON  THOMAS,  B.Sc.,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer. 
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Number  of  cases  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  Hospital : — 


From  July, 

1879, 

to  September, 

H 

00 

00 

0 

42 

From  October, 

0 

00 

00 

H 

)> 

1881 

19 

l88l 

)> 

1882 

76 

yy 

1882 

yy 

1883 

64 

yy 

1883 

yy 

1884 

127 

yy 

I884 

yy 

1883 

205 

)) 

1885 

yy 

1886 

60 

)) 

1886 

yy 

H 

00 

00 

93 

yy 

00 

00 

H 

yy 

1888 

66 

1888 

yy 

1889 

25 

yy 

I889 

yy 

1890 

79 

yy 

I89O 

yy 

H 

08 

OO 

H 

70 

yy 

I89I 

to  December, 

I892 

44 

In  the  year 

1893 

182 

yy 

1894 

176 

yy 

1895 

69 

- 

)) 

H 

00 

'O 

08 

65 

yy 

1897 

78 

)) 

I898 

41 

yy 

O'' 

08 

00 

H 

54 

yy 

1900 

66 

yy 

1901 

40 

yy 

1902 

144 

yy 

1903 

..  87 

yy 

1904 

291 

i) 

1905 

109 

y  y 

I906 

74 

yy 

1907 

5i 

)) 

00 

0 

08 

H 

73 

yy 

I9°9 

55 

* 

Total 

•  •  2,625 

